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Dates to Remember
Thursday, March 15 

Board of Directors Meeting 
6:30 p.m. in the South Park  

High School Cafeteria

Tuesday, March 27 
End of Third Quarter 

One-Hour Early Dismissal

Wednesday, March 28 
No School for Students 

Staff In-Service/Clerical Day 
(Possible Snow Make-up Day)

Thursday, March 29 
No School for Students

Act 80 Day

Friday, March 30 
& Monday, April 2 

No School 
Spring Break

SPHS Leads the Way in 21st Century Education
South Park High School has been named a Project Lead The 
Way (PLTW) Distinguished School–an honor given to just seven 
high schools in Pennsylvania and 133 high schools nationwide. 
South Park High School earned the recognition for its work to 
increase student access, engagement and achievement in its PLTW 
engineering program. PLTW, a nonprofit organization, serves 
millions of K-12 students and teachers in more than 10,500 schools 
across the United States.

South Park High School offers a four-level honors engineering 
pathway in ninth through twelfth grades. Mr. Dave Bailey teaches the freshmen- and 
sophomore-level courses (introduction to engineering design and principles of engineering) in 
the pathway. Students in introduction to engineering design focus on the engineering design 
process, parametric 3D modeling and reverse engineering. In principles of engineering, students 
explore a wide range of engineering topics in this rigorous course in applied physics. 

Mr. Ryan Siniawski teaches the junior- and senior-level courses. Juniors in digital electronics 
delve into circuit design and Boolean logic. The senior-level engineering design and 
development class is utilized as a research, development and prototyping course.

“Year after year, we always hear such positive feedback of our engineering pathway from 
graduates who are enrolled in four-year engineering programs,” said Mr. Siniawski. “They have 
a leg up on their peers because of the applied engineering and technology education program 
and resources we offer here at South Park. Mr. Bailey and I are very proud of our student 
successes and honored to accept this validation. We are lucky to have such motivated students 
and the unwavering support of both our building and district administrators.”

Continued on page 3

Catch Me If You Can Opens Next Week
The South Park High School Drama Club will soon 
present Catch Me If You Can. Shows are scheduled 
for 7:30 p.m. on March 22, 23 and 24 and for 2 p.m. 
on March 25. Tickets are $10 for adults and $8 for 
students and seniors. Tickets are sold at the door. 
Please make plans to support our very talented 
students!

Junior Earns  
Perfect Score on  

Reading ACT

Congratulations to South Park 
junior Cathryn Holmes who 
earned a perfect score on her 
reading ACT!

Kennywood Tickets to be Sold on March 26
Kennywood tickets will be on sale at all three South Park schools on Monday, March 26. Tickets 
are $26 each. Only cash or money orders will be accepted. Personal checks will not be accepted.

You can also purchase tickets at kennywood.com/southpark. Tickets are available for purchase 
up until our picnic date (June 4). Additional processing fees will apply for online ticket orders.

Click here for the on-sale schedule and more information.

http://sparksd.org
mailto:communications%40sparksd.org?subject=
http://facebook.com/SouthParkSchools
http://facebook.com/SouthParkSchools
http://twitter.com/SPSDInfo
http://instagram.com/SouthParkSchoolDistrict
http://twitter.com/SPSDInfo
http://instagram.com/SouthParkSchoolDistrict
http://southpark.ss10.sharpschool.com/spsd_news/kennywood_tickets_to_be_sold_on_monday__march_26
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Middle School Students Study  
Foreign Languages with Chromebooks

A group of South Park Middle School students 
was recently recognized for meeting the 
requirements in the Duolingo language 
program for the first semester. 

Students use their Chromebooks to participate 
in Duolingo, an exploratory language 
independent study program. Students can 
choose one of three languages (French, German 
or Spanish). 

The recognized students were Cole Hammack, McKenna Kimberlin, Sean Swartzwelder, Brody 
Wojcik, Nathaniel Klocek, Natalie Burnsworth, Brennan Cowen, Isabella Klee, Hannah Armstrong, 
Maddoc Lemley, Brianna Shuman, Allyson Costello, Shay Hammack, Nick Morris and Evan Burr. 

The recognized students were treated to a pizza party.

Congratulations and keep up the good work!

Students Learn How Their Generosity  
Helped Troops Overseas

Every holiday season, students from the South Park High 
School Interact Club collect shoeboxes filled with supplies and 
treats for troops deployed overseas. Those shoeboxes bring 
some of the comforts of home to the men and women who 
are thousands of miles from their homes during the holidays. 
Last year alone, the Interact Club shipped more than 175 
shoeboxes to Qatar.

On February 21, Interact Club students learned about the 
positive impact those donated shoeboxes had for the 

troops who received them when U.S. Air Force Master Sgt. Chris Karwowski visited South Park 
High School. Master Sgt. Karwowski received the shipment of shoeboxes from South Park in 
December. He spoke to the students about how the donations and gifts brightened their day. 
He said he couldn’t believe how many boxes were delivered from South Park.

“I can’t tell you how much it means to everyone,” Master Sgt. Karwowski said. “In the age of the 
internet and Wi-Fi, nothing replaces just getting a piece of mail.”

Master Sgt. Karwowski, who just returned home, also spoke to students about his most recent 
deployment and his time in Qatar.

Of all the items in the nearly 200 shoeboxes received, Master Sgt. Karwowski said one was 
everyone’s clear favorite.

“A little jar of slime,” Master Sgt. Karwowski said.

Read Across 
America Day 
at South Park 

Elementary 
Center

Friday, March 2 was Read 
Across America Day at South 
Park Elementary Center. 
Students in every grade 
heard a lot of great stories 
from a number of special 
guest readers.

Photos courtesy of South Park 
Elementary Center  

yearbook volunteers
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High School Named  
Project Lead The Way Distinguished School

Continued from page 1

To earn the PLTW Distinguished School recognition, a school must meet the following criteria:

• Offer at least three PLTW courses

• Have 25 percent or more students participate in PLTW courses, or of those who participated 
in PLTW, at least 33 percent took two or more PLTW courses

• Have 70 percent or more of students earn a proficient or higher on PLTW end-of-
course assessments or 10 percent of students earn the AP + PLTW Student Achievement.

Last school year, the South Park High School PLTW program had a 55 percent retention rate of 
students who have taken two or more courses in the engineering pathway. Ninety percent of 
South Park High School students earned a proficient on the PLTW end-of-course assessment.

“The Project Lead The Way engineering pathway at South Park High School prepares our 
students for twenty-first century careers,” said South Park High School Principal Dr. David S. 
Palmer. “This recognition highlights the efforts of Mr. Bailey and Mr. Siniawski to grow this 
engaging and successful curriculum at South Park.”

Mr. Bailey and Mr. Siniawski are leaders in their respective programs and have presented their 
unique classroom approaches at regional PLTW conferences.

“Students in our Project Lead The Way engineering program are true innovators because of the 
hands-on, real-world experience they gain in the classroom every day,” said South Park School 
District Superintendent Mr. Wayne Gdovic. “This now nationally recognized program is just 
one example of the South Park School District’s commitment to provide the opportunities and 
resources for our students to succeed.”

Mr. Bailey and Mr. Siniawski will be recognized at the Board of School Directors meeting on 
Thursday, March 15, 2018. The district’s high school website will feature the PLTW designation 
badge.

Middle School 
Students 
Invited to 

District Band 
Festival

South Park Middle School 
students Abraham Patterson 
and Zachary Huwalt 
participated in the PMEA 
Junior High District 1 band 
festival on March 2 and 3 at 
Mt. Lebanon High School. 
The festival was conducted 
by Dr. Travis Weller from 
Messiah College. Abraham 
and Zachary were selected 
to participate in the festival 
along with students in 
seventh, eighth and ninth 
grades from schools 
in Allegheny, Fayette, 
Greene, Washington and 
Westmoreland counties. 

Congratulations and great 
job, Abraham and Zachary!

Seventh Grade Debates  
Prepare Students for PSSAs

Mr. Barnhart’s seventh grade ELA classes debated Mrs. McElhaney’s ELA classes on Wednesday, 
March 7. The debate topics focused on seventh grade students and included social media, video 
games, foreign language classes and cell phones.

The debates were based on PSSA writing standards as students prepared argumentative essays 
for their test prep. They also focused on PSSA speaking and listening standards.

iMacs for Sale
The South Park School District 
is selling ten 21.5” iMacs 
(Processor: 2.7 GHz Intel Core i5, 
Memory: 8GB 1333 MHz DDR3, 
Graphics and Radeon HD 6770M 
512 MB) for $300 each on a first-
come, first-served basis. 

Click here to email Christian 
Engelbert, technology 
director, if you are interested in 
purchasing an iMac.

mailto:christian.engelbert%40sparksd.org?subject=iMacs
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Students in Mr. Correll’s honors law and legal studies class recently participated in the annual 
Pennsylvania Bar Association’s mock trial competition at the City-County Building. South Park 
students competed against students from Fox Chapel and Gateway high schools. Students 
developed arguments for a whistle-blower and wrongful termination lawsuit, a civil case, from 
both the perspective of the plaintiff and defense. The students formulated opening and closing 
statements, developed direct and cross examinations and portrayed the witnesses and parties 
involved through testimony on the stand.

Erica Self and Molly Saylor won best witness awards. Keri-Anne Laing and Kate Irwin won best 
advocate awards.

Honors law and legal studies is an honors-level social studies course offered to junior and senior 
students at South Park High School. The students participate in classroom activities designed to 
provide opportunities to study historical and contemporary constitutional and legal issues in the 
United States.

Students Take Classroom Lessons to the 
Courtroom in Mock Trial Competition

Middle School Students Participate in STEM Event
Last month, two of Mrs. Como’s Algebra I students participated in the 
University of Pittsburgh’s Girls Engineering in Middle School Day. Jessica 
Miles and Livia Mazzarella participated in STEM tasks, challenges and 
activities related to fields of engineering on the university’s campus. 

Jessica and Livia also toured the campus and were invited to attend 
informative sessions. 

South Park alumna Eryn McCormick chaired the event. She spoke about 
the program’s mission to provide fun, hands-on engineering activities.

Collection 
Drive Benefits 

Children in 
Haiti

South Park Middle School 
recently collected school 
supplies for an orphanage 
in Croix-des-Bouquets, Haiti. 
The supplies will help 26 
children at the orphanage 
and 70 children at the 
school. 

Earlier this month, a team 
delivered the supplies 
collected from South Park 
and provided English 
education classes.  

Thank you to all of those 
who participated for making 
a difference in the lives of 
these children.

Camp Invention 
Coming to South Park 

Elementary Center
This summer, students entering 
grades K-6 can participate 
in fun, hands-on activities 
that encourage creative 
problem solving, teamwork, 
entrepreneurship and curiosity 
by attending Camp Invention. 

Camp Invention will be held 
from June 25 through 28 at 
South Park Elementary Center. 
Camp hours are 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
The camp will be directed by 
South Park Elementary Center 
teacher Kelly Casale. 

The cost is $225 per student. 
Register at campinvention.org 
or by calling 800-968-4332. Use 
promo code IDEAS25 by March 
23 to save $25.

Kindergartners Celebrate Penguin Day

Kindergarten students recently had a fun day of learning on Penguin Day. They wrote sentences 
about what they learned about penguins and practiced addition by counting penguins on the 
ice and water.

http://campinvention.org
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South Park 
High School 

Students  
of the Month

Congratulations to the 
following students for being 
chosen by the School Wide 
Positive Behavior Team at 
South Park High School as 
Students of the Month.

Academics 
Danielle Kosslow

 
Athletics 

Cassidy Zandier
 

Creativity 
Katie McGrath 

Leadership 
Cathryn Holmes

 
Politeness 

Brooke Lavezoli
 

School Spirit 
Kate Irwin

Saltworks Theatre Company performed its newest show, The Way Out, at South Park High School. 
The performance shows students how subtly someone can become dependent on opioids and 
how those individuals can get help.

The Honorable Michael Thatcher addressed the high school students before the performance. 

 
(Photos were taken by South Park High School student Kayla Lukitsch.)

The South Park School District acts with student safety as its main priority. Additionally, we 
respect the concerns and opinions of our students. As students across the country are planning 
a walkout on Wednesday, March 14, the South Park School District has worked with the South 
Park Township Police Department to develop a plan which allows students to voice their 
opinions in a safe and secure environment.

Students at South Park Middle School and South Park High School who wish to walk out on 
Wednesday, March 14 will be allowed to participate at a designated, controlled location outside 
of both schools. District faculty and staff members will be at that location to supervise students 
and to ensure all students are accounted for when they re-enter the building following the 
walkout.  Students who choose not to participate will remain in their classroom with their 
teacher.

To ensure the safety of those who will temporarily walk outside of the building, the South 
Park School District will be restricting traffic and access to all school campuses from 9:45 a.m. 
through 10:30 a.m. During that time, no visitors (parents, guardians or other individuals) will be 
permitted to enter or exit the district’s campuses.  If your child has an appointment or another 
reason to leave school on Wednesday morning, please make plans to arrive either before or 
after the planned campus closure. 

The South Park School District does not believe the walkout is age-appropriate for our 
elementary center students. Therefore, elementary center students will not be permitted to 
participate in the walkout.

The South Park School District will not require middle school or high school students to 
participate in the student-organized walkout. However, after being made aware of our students 
possibly participating in this national movement, we needed to act proactively to ensure their 
safety whether or not they walk out.

If you have any questions about our procedures on Wednesday, please contact your principal.

Performance Addresses Opioid Addiction District Rolls 
Out Automated 

Attendance Calls
The South Park School District 
now makes automated calls 
through SchoolMessenger when 
your child is marked absent. 

The message explains that your 
child was marked absent and 
that an excuse will be required  
within three days of your child’s 
return to school.

If you have any questions 
about the automated calls or 
the district’s attendance policy, 
please contact your school 
office.Kindergarten Registration is Underway

Kindergarten registration for the 2018-2019 school year is off to a successful start! If you haven’t 
registered your child for kindergarten yet, please click here to visit the registration page for 
the information you need to know. Before you pick up a registration packet from South Park 
Elementary Center, please complete the pre-registration online form.

http://spec.sparksd.org/e_c_parents/kindergarten_registration
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On Thursday, March 1, South Park High School 
students Eric Carr, Cally Fleming, Josh Hoellein 
and Aaron Peremba represented the South Park 
School District at the South Hills Area School 
Districts Association’s annual student forum. 
This year’s forum showcased how districts are 
challenging the traditional school setting and 
remaking classrooms into 21st century learning 

environments. The students shared their projects from Mr. Siniawski’s capstone engineering 
design and development course.

Mr. Siniawski’s curriculum was chosen for the event because his applied engineering and 
technology education classroom and student design projects are demonstrative of the 
makerspace and STEAM movements which utilize 21st century technologies as students work 
through the engineering design process.

“As the fourth level in our engineering pathway, I like to use engineering design and 
development as a research and development course where the students can prototype and 
problem-solve in a very hands-on manner,” said Mr. Siniawski. “Over the course of their middle 
school and high school careers, these honors-level students have become very adept at 3D 
modeling and theory-driven calculations but have rarely been tasked to make their designs into 
a tangible reality. 

“My goal during the first nine weeks is to provide students with construction and material 
selection knowledge as well as material processing and automated machine competencies to 
be able to work independently through the prototyping phase of interest-based projects. It is at 
that time and also the second nine weeks that we focus on documentation, such as slideshows 
and sheet sets to reinforce and communicate their ideas and designs to an 
audience or workforce.”

Some of the South Park student designs on display at the showcase 
in Upper St. Clair were enormous interpretations of Connect Four and 
Battleship games, a UV-C Chromebook sanitizing station, a custom-
designed ergonomic CNC chair set and the current BotsIQ Battle Bot frame. 
Students answered questions about the engineering course sequence, the 
computer-aided design and machining of their projects as well as their 
extensive documentation. 

“The showcase was a great experience,” said Peremba. “It was fun to share our finalized projects 
with other districts and to see and hear the reactions to our hard work from the teachers and 
administrators.”

High School Students’ Engineering Projects 
Showcased at Regional School District Forum

Fundraisers
Show your South Park 
pride by purchasing Eagles 
apparel. The sale benefits 
the prom for the high school 
classes of 2018-2021. The 
online store can be accessed 
by clicking here. The sale 
ends on Friday, April 6. 
Items will be delivered to 
South Park High School 
approximately 2-3 weeks 
following the last day of the 
sale. Those who purchased 
items will be contacted with 
information about how to 
pick up their orders.

The South Park Boys’ Soccer 
Boosters will hold the ninth 
annual comedy night on 
Friday, April 6 at the Library 
Fire Hall. Doors open at 6 
p.m. The show starts at 8 
p.m. The featured comedians 
are John Knight, Sean Collier, 
Mike Travers and Chuck 
Krieger. Tickets are $30 and 
include a dinner buffet. 
Attendees must be at least 
21 years old. For tickets, call 
Renee at (412) 680-3938.

SPHS Teacher Named 
a Champion Educator 

Award Finalist

Mrs. Caroline Hecht was 
recently named a finalist for 
the Champion Educator award 
presented by the Pittsburgh 
Penguins and Jostens. Mrs. 
Hecht was one of the ten 
finalists who attended the 
March 11 game. The champion 
educator award recognizes 
individuals who make a positive 
impact in their schools. 

The Roberto Clemente Story Comes to SPMS
Students at South Park Middle School learned 
about the lasting legacy of Roberto Clemente 
on Tuesday, March 6. ¡Arriba ¡Arriba! The Roberto 
Clemente Story, performed by the Pittsburgh CLO, 
didn’t just tell the story of the Great One’s impact 
on the field. Students learned how Clemente 
persevered to break barriers. The performance also 
focused on Clemente’s humanitarian work.

https://shopsouthparksd.itemorder.com/sale
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Peachjar to Launch on March 20
The South Park School District is getting ready to launch a new electronic flyer communication 
tool called Peachjar on Tuesday, March 20.
 
This green initiative will save our schools thousands of sheets of paper and greatly reduce copy 
costs. On top of that, posting school flyers in this electronic backpack removes a significant 
administrative burden from teachers, office staff and volunteers. 
 
No action is required on your part. You will receive a welcome email from our service provider 
(Peachjar) that includes a username and password. This is provided to give you the opportunity 
to manage your account and flyer delivery preferences. You do not need to log in to receive or 
view school digital flyers.
 
To ensure smooth delivery of this communication, we suggest you add southpark@peachjar.
com to your email contacts. When you receive your first eflyer, be sure to click “always display 
images.”
 
This system is used exclusively for distribution of school-approved flyers. Your email address will 
not be shared or used for any other purpose. 

Junior Performs at Region Chorus Festival
South Park junior Tess Marlin participated at the PMEA Region 1 
chorus festival from February 28 to March 2 at the Butler Area School 
District. Tess qualified for the ensemble by placing in the top of the 
Alto 1 section at the district festival in January. 

The festival was led by conductor and composer Rollo Dilworth and 
concluded with a Friday evening concert.
 
Congratulations, Tess, for representing the music program at South 
Park!

High School Students  
Witness Open Heart Surgery 

A group of students from Mrs. Weston’s 
anatomy and physiology class and AP 
biology class were invited to Allegheny 
General Hospital late last month to 
observe an open heart surgery. 

The anatomy and physiology class was 
a new course for the 2017-2018 school 
year.

Lunch Menus 
Feature  

New Look
The South Park School 
District Food Service 
Department launched a 
new lunch menu format 
beginning in March. The 
new menus, available on 
the food service page and 
the SPSD app, now feature 
the four categories which 
make up a school lunch: 
entree, vegetable, fruit and 
milk. The categories are also 
color-coded.

For a student’s lunch to 
be considered a meal 
under the National 
School Lunch Program, 
the student must pick one 
item from at least three of 
the categories listed on the 
menu (entrée, vegetable, 
fruit and milk).  If a student 
does not have one item 
from at least three of those 
categories, the items will 
be charged as à la carte 
purchases. If a student 
selects more than one item 
from any of the categories, 
those extra items will 
be charged as à la carte 
purchases. 

Á la carte purchases do 
not qualify for the free and 
reduced meal program. 

If you would like to place a 
limit on your child’s à la carte 
purchases, please submit a 
written or emailed request 
to Andrew Lucchino, 
food service director. Mr. 
Lucchino’s email address 
is andrew.lucchino@sparksd.
org.

mailto:andrew.lucchino%40sparksd.org?subject=
mailto:andrew.lucchino%40sparksd.org?subject=
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South Park School District
2005 Eagle Ridge Drive 
South Park, PA 15129

(412) 655-3111

S t r e n g t h e n i n g  m i n d s . 
P o w e r i n g  f u t u r e s .

The South Park School District’s 
mission is to provide an educational 

atmosphere where all students 
have opportunities to discover 

their talents, develop their abilities 
and achieve the expectations 
embedded in our educational 

program to become responsible 
and productive members of society.

John Innocenti
 President     

Frank Wentzel
Vice President    

 
Mary Arrigo 

Treasurer

Lorraine Blackburn

David E. Palmer

Wayne Perry

Nicholas Rudolph

Patrick Sable

Norman Solomon

Board of Directors

The South Park School District does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, 

national origin, age, sex, disability or 
any other legally protected classification 

in its education programs, activities or 
employment practices. Announcement 

of this policy is in accordance with 
state and federal laws including Title 
IV of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title 

IX of the Educational Amendments 
of 1972, Sections 503 and 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Age 

Discrimination Act of 1975, the  
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 

and the Pennsylvania Human  
Relations Act.

Middle School Assembly  
Spotlights Self-Worth, Understanding

South Park Middle School welcomed Camfel Productions on Friday, February 23 for a 
presentation of Point of View.  The presentation urges students to see the value in others. The 
multi-media production also helps students gain a new sense of their self-worth and appreciate 
the diversity in our community.

NHS Fundraiser Benefits  
the American Heart Association

South Park High School National Honor Society 
students spread the love in a very giving, creative way 
on Valentine’s Day. High school students were able to 
purchase a rubber duck with a message attached to it 
for $1 and send it to someone in the school. 

Not only was spirit spread throughout the school, 
but $100 was donated directly to the American Heart 
Association to assist in the funding of further research.

Middle School Students Advance  
to Next Round of Patriot’s Pen Essay Contest

Livia Mazzarella won second place in the district-level Patriot’s Pen essay contest, and Faith 
Newell won third place. Both students will now move on to the next level of the contest and will 
be recognized at a ceremony in May. Congratulations!

Spring Break Begins Later This Month
Spring break is just around the corner. Here are important dates to remember.

There will be a one-hour early dismissal for students on Tuesday, March 27.
 
Students are off on Wednesday, March 28. March 28 is a possible snow make-up day.

Students are off on Thursday, March 29; Friday, March 30 and Monday, April 2.

Classes resume on Tuesday, April 3.

Enjoy the upcoming break!


